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GENERAL HUMANITIES:  
ANCIENT TO MEDIEVAL 

HUM 2113 – Fall 2017 
 

University of Central Oklahoma 
College of Liberal Arts – Department of Humanities and Philosophy 

 

₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪ 
CRN 17770 – Tuesday & Thursday: 12:30 to 1:45 in LAR 130 
CRN 17771 – Tuesday & Thursday: 2:00 to 3:15 in LAR 130 

 
FACULTY INFORMATION 
 

Instructor: Dr. Joey Williams 

Email: jwilliams172@uco.edu 

Office: LAR 205D 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday at 3:30-4pm; Monday, Wednesday, & Friday at 2-3pm 

Telephone: (405) 974-5679 

DESCRIPTION, OBJECTIVES, & OUTCOMES 
 

Catalogue Description: General Humanities: Ancient to Medieval is a survey of art, architecture, 
music, literature, philosophy, and religion of Western culture from the beginnings of human culture to 
the end of the Medieval Period. 
 
Prerequisite: ENG 1213 (English Composition and Research) 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: This course is an Aesthetic Analysis Core Course and fulfills one of 
the core curriculum requirements of the University. Aesthetic Analysis courses in the Humanities 
introduce students to ideas about beauty and perception and how these ideas shift over time and across 
cultures and manifest in various media, including philosophical texts, music, visual and literary arts. 
Students will learn how to discuss, interpret, compare and evaluate these cultural artifacts within their 
social and intellectual contexts. Specifically, this course will introduce students to Aesthetic Analysis 
through course content and written assignments that engage students in the aesthetic encounter; 
explore the relationship between cultural artifacts and political, moral, and philosophical ideologies; 
and ask them to identify standards for making critical judgments about artifacts and their role in society.  
 
The following are outcomes a successful student will attain in the course: 
1. Recognize key cultural artifacts of different types and their social and aesthetic relevance 
2. Read, analyze, and synthesize historical texts and ideas 
3. Compare western and non-western cultural endeavors across time and place, with a focus on the 
ancient world to the Renaissance.  
4. Understand how the present is indebted to past cultural developments and the history of ideas. 
 
Transformational Learning Objectives: Transformative learning goals (the “Central Six”) have been 
identified as Discipline Knowledge, Leadership, Problem Solving (Research, Scholarly, and Creative 
Activities), Service Learning & Civic Engagement, Global & Cultural Competencies, and Health & 
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Wellness. This course addresses three of the university’s transformative learning goals: Discipline 
Knowledge (by covering material related to interdisciplinary Humanities), Problem Solving (by 
requiring oral and written analysis of cultural artifacts), and Global & Cultural Competencies (by 
analyzing cultures from a variety of eras and locations). 

 
COURSE RESOURCES 
 

Required Texts: Humanities I (HUM 2113) (McGraw Hill Create, 2014). ISBN: 9781308188089.  
This book is a customized edition created for UCO; it is based on Gloria K. Fiero’s The Humanistic 
Tradition: Prehistory to the Early Modern World, Volume I (Prehistory to the Early Modern World), 6th ed., 
McGraw Hill, 2011. ISBN: 9780073523972. 
 
Additional readings will be assigned via D2L! 
 
Other Required Materials: Reliable internet access; UCO email account; 3 green Scantron Form No. 
882-E sheets in 100 question format. 
 
Web: Students should check the course’s D2L page regularly. The D2L page contains information 
about the course, current grades, syllabi, handouts, and assignment descriptions, and reading quizzes.  
UConnect: https://uconnect.uco.edu/ (for enrollment, billing, grades) 
Desire2Learn: https://learn.uco.edu/ (for gradebook, syllabus, quizzes, handouts, assignments) 
 

EXPECTATIONS, POLICIES, & PROCEDURES  
 

Assignments: Three different types of assignments make up the required work in this course. They 
are online quizzes, commentaries on the readings, in-class exams, and an essay.  
1. Online Quizzes: these assignments are intended to help you review and check your knowledge 

of the assigned readings. Their format is similar to the exams. There are 10 quizzes over the course 
of the semester. You should complete each quiz after completing the week’s assigned reading and 
before coming to class. 

2. Commentaries: ten questions regarding various aspects of the weekly reading assignments will be 
posted on the course D2L site. Over the course of the semester students are expected to choose 
and comment on four of these questions with a page-long response. These responses will only be 
accepted within a week of each reading assignment, so you cannot put these assignments off until 
the end of the semester! 

3. Exams: there are three exams in this course. Together the exams represent 50% of the total points 
available. They are meant to assess your knowledge of the material presented in readings and 
lectures and your ability to analyze this material. You will be asked to complete multiple choice 
and short answer sections, and you will be expected to identify cultural artifacts.  

4. Essay: the final component of this course is a brief essay. This essay will compare and contrast 
two artifacts either in different media or from different periods or cultures. Additional information, 
including specifics on formatting, will be provided during Week 3 of class. The final draft of the 
essay is due Week 13. It must be submitted via the D2L dropbox by midnight of November 10th.  

 
Grading: 
Online Quizzes (10 total): 10% 
Commentaries (4 total): 20% 
Essay: 20% 
Exam 1: 15% 
Exam 2: 15% 
Final Exam: 20% 
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Scale: 90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F 
 
Attendance & Participation: Students are expected to attend each meeting of the course, to remain 
attentive, and to participate. Students must remain for the entire class period unless special 
circumstances prevent (please discuss these circumstances with the instructor before class). Participants 
in the class may not use their cell phones, read newspapers, sleep, or study for another class. Violators 
of this policy will be told to leave the classroom.  
 
Late Work: Assignments or exams will only be accepted after their due date in the case of a serious 
obligation or emergency. Documentation (doctor’s note, court summons, etc.) must be provided 
before late work is accepted. Except in an emergency, anticipated absences should be discussed with 
the instructor before the assignment or exam is due. Late assignments must be submitted by the next 
class period. Missed exams must be rescheduled with the instructor within 48 hours of the original 
date. A make-up exam will be scheduled within a week of the original exam’s date.  
See also the University’s policy on rescheduling finals: http://www.uco.edu/academicaffairs/ 
files/policiesandguidelines/4academicstandards/4.4FinalExamsOFFICIAL.pdf 
 
Classroom Policies: A number of policies and procedures govern our classroom. These are,  
1. Be respectful of other people and viewpoints. Be willing to consider radically different opinions. 
2. Refrain from using cellphones, listening to music, eating, sleeping, or otherwise distracting or 

disrupting the class.  
3. Computers should be used for note-taking only.  
4. Arrive to class on time and remain in class until the end of the period. 
5. Failure to attend more than three class sessions will result in the loss of 5% of your final grade, 

with an additional 1% lost for every additional day absent. 
 
Plagiarism & Academic Integrity: UCO subscribes to the Turnitin.com plagiarism prevention 
service. Students, by taking this course, agree that all required assignments may be subject to 
submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted 
assignments will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com restricted access reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such assignments. Use of the Turnitin.com service 
is subject to Terms and Conditions of Use posted on the Turnitin.com website. Turnitin.com is just 
one of the various plagiarism prevention tools and methods that may be utilized by your instructor 
during the semester. The UCO Student Handbook describes the process for contesting allegations of 
plagiarism. 
 
Each student is expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students 
are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out 
of the classroom. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not confined to: plagiarizing; cheating on tests 
or examinations; turning in counterfeit reports, tests, and papers; stealing tests or other academic 
material; knowingly falsifying academic records or documents of the institution; accessing a student’s 
confidential academic records without authorization; disclosing confidential academic information 
without authorization; and, turning in the same work to more than one class without informing the 
instructors involved. Any student found responsible of academic dishonesty will be subject to 
disciplinary action. To help ensure academic integrity, faculty may employ a variety of tools, including, 
but not limited to, university-sanctioned Turnitin.com. More information concerning this policy can 
be found on page four of the UCO Student Code of Conduct located at: http://www.uco.edu/student‐
affairs/conduct/forms‐and‐publications/code.asp. 
 
UCO Policies: See the address below for important dates, contact information, and policies for 
various aspects of University life. It is recommended that you print or save a copy of this handout for 
reference. http://sites.uco.edu/academic-affairs/files/aa-forms/StudentInfoSheet.pdf  
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ADA Statement: The University of Central Oklahoma complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Students with disabilities who need 
special accommodations must make their requests by contacting Disability Support Services, at (405) 
974-2516.  The DSS Office is located in the Nigh University Center, Room 305. Students should also 
notify the instructor of special accommodation needs as soon as possible. Per Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (“Title IX”), pregnant and parenting students may request adjustments by 
contacting the Title IX Coordinator, at (405) 974-3377 or TitleIX@uco.edu. The Title IX Office is 
located in the Lillard Administration Building, Room 114D. 
 
 
This syllabus may be modified by the instructor as needed. 
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Week Dates Topics Assignments 

1 Aug. 21 – 25 
Origins 
Introductions; Paleolithic Life & 
Neolithic Revolutions 

Read: Introduction 

2 Aug. 28 – Sept. 1 
Mesopotamia 
Writing & the Law; Literature, Art and 
Culture; the Epic of Gilgamesh 

Read: Chapter 1 
Online Quiz 1 

3 Sept. 4 – 6 
Egypt 
Gods, Kings, and the Social Order; 
Religion; Art & Architecture 

Read: Chapter 2 
Online Quiz 2 
ESSAY ASSIGNED 

4 Sept. 11 – 15 
Bronze Age Aegean 
Minoans & Mycenaeans; the End of 
the Bronze Age 

Read: Chapter 4; Book 1 of 
Homer’s Iliad 
Online Quiz 3 

5 Sept. 18 – 22 
Ancient Greek Culture & History 
Athenian Democracy; the Greco-
Persian Wars; Homer’s Iliad 

Read: Chapter 4 
EXAM 1 

6 Sept. 25 – 29 
Ancient Greek Philosophy 
Greek Philosophers; Humanism & 
Individualism 

Read: Chapter 5 

7 Oct. 2 – 6 
The Classical World 
Classical Art & Architecture; Greek 
Literature; Hellenistic Culture 

Read: Chapter 5 
Online Quiz 4 

8 Oct. 9 – 13 
Rome & Empire 
The Punic Wars; The Fall of the 
Roman Republic; the Early Empire 

Read: Chapter 6 
Online Quiz 5 

9 Oct. 16 – 20 
(no class Thursday) 

Roman Culture 
Technology, Engineering, & 
Architecture; Ancient Cities 

Read: Chapter 6 
EXAM 2 

10 Oct. 23 – 27 
Late Antiquity 
Early Christianity; the Fall of Rome; 
Constantinople 

Read: Chapters 8 & 9 
Online Quiz 6 

11 Oct. 30 – Nov. 3 
Islam: Origins and Culture 
The Rise, Spread & Contributions of 
Islam; Islamic Art & Culture 

Read: Chapter 10 
Online Quiz 7 

12 Nov. 6 – 10 
Life in Feudal Europe 
Charlemagne’s Renaissance; Norman 
Art; The Song of Roland 

Read: Chapter 11 
ESSAY DUE ON D2L 

13 Nov. 13 – 17 
The Medieval Mind 
The Centrality of the Church; the First 
Universities; Dante Alighieri  

Read Chapter 12 
Online Quiz 8 

14 Nov. 20 – 24 
(no class Thursday) Medieval Art Enjoy your break! 

15 Nov. 27 – Dec. 1 
Medieval Art & Architecture 
The Feudal Romanesque; Gothic 
Architecture; Medieval Cathedrals 

Read: Chapter 13 
Online Quiz 9 

16 Dec. 4 - 8 
Crisis & Change 
The Hundred Years’ War; the Black 
Death; Chaucer & Pisan 

Read: Chapter 13 
Online Quiz 10 

 
FINAL EXAMS:  CRN 17770 (12:30-1:45 class) 1:00-2:50pm on Tuesday, Dec. 12 
   CRN 17771 (2-3:15 class) 1:00-2:50pm on Thursday, Dec. 14 


